
chlorine reduction on the production of.dioxin and furans. If-' 

the modifications in the bleaching process do not result in the 

reduction of dioxin and furans, further investigation of the,... 

problem ought to be required by the Regional Board pursuantto- 

Water Code Section 13267. Of course, the Regional Board should 

continue to work closely with EPA in developing strict standards 

relative to the discharge of dioxin and furans. The standards 

would then be implemented with a time schedule issued under Water 

Code Section 13301. As in the case of the light transmittance 

standard, the date for compliance should be before the expiration 

of the current waste discharge requirements. 

III. SUMMARY AND CONCLUSIONS 

1. The State Board has already addressed the issue of 

suspended solids in the pulp mill effluent in conjunction with 

the 30l(m)waiver process. In Resolution No. 87-103, we found 

that no significant environmental impact would result from the 

discharge of suspended solids as proposed in the waste discharge 

requirements and we will not revisit that issue at this time. 

2. In Resolution No. 87-103, we also considered the 

issue of light transmission and instructed the Regional Board to 

issue a time schedule for compliance with the Ocean Plan 

standards. ,The Regional Board has issued the order. 

3. Recreational uses of the ocean may or may not be 

adequately protected by the waste discharge requirements. The 

record does not reflect any substantial medical evidence of a 

problem although there is a body of anecdotal evidence available. 
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Without more information, we will not order any amendments to the 

waste discharge requirements. When further evidence is 

available, the Regional Board should take any necessary action to 

address the conclusions of the study. 

4. Concerns raised.by the Department of Fish and Game 

should be addressed. DFG's position that the bioassay monitoring 

is inappropriately designed will be part of the process of 

protocol development which the State Board staff will undertake 

along with the DFG staff. Their concerns about the thermal 

discharges to the ocean should be addressed by the Regional Board 

in one of two ways. Either the Regional Board should make the 

proper findings which exempt the pulp mills from the Thermal Plan 

or they should impose the standards of the Thermal Plan. 

5. The presence of dioxin and furans in the effluent is 

of great concern. The Regional Board should continue to work 

with EPA in implementing the study and in setting up strict 

discharge standards for the area. Monitoring for the presence of 

furans as well as dioxins should be required on at least a 

quarterly basis to assess any results of the reduction of 

chlorine use in the bleaching process. If the problem does not 

improve, further studies pursuant to the Water Code, as well as 

time schedules, should be used. 

I 

IV. ORDER 

The order is remanded to the Regional Board for action 

consistent with the Thermal Plan. The Regional Board is directed 
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to continue to work with and to implement the EPA study on 

dioxin, to implement monitoring for furans consistent with this 

order, and to use other measures including, but not limited to, 

further studies and time schedules to eliminate the threat posed 

by dioxin and furans in the effluent. The Regional Board is 

further directed to implement necessary measures to address 

adverse impacts to recreational use of the ocean which may be 

documented. In all other respects, the petition is denied. 

CERTIFICATION 

I The undersigned, Administrative Assistant to the Board, 
does hereby certify that the foregoing is a full, true', and 
correct copy of an order duly and regularly adopted at a meeting 
of the State Water Resources Control Board held on February 16, 
1989. 

AYE: W. Don Maughan 
Darlene E. Ruiz 
Edwin H. Finster 
Eliseo M. Samaniego 
Danny Walsh 

NO: None 

ABSENT: None 

ABSTAIN: None 
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